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Fl n N n n t' t n' Co u NT\', Vl t t'l t''l csci'l',t

WI-IEREAS, The Lower Sioux Indian Cor.nmr'rnitf is a clul.v organized and federally-r'ecognized

Inci ian Tribe under 25 U.S.C. 5476. and is governed by the terins of a Constitut ion

and B1,-;3rys originally adopted by the Tribal vlembers on May 16, 1936, and

app.uved by the Secretary of tire Interio| on April 23,1936; and,

WHEREAS, plu'suant to said Constitution and Bylaws, the Comnr:uity Cor-urcil is the

governing body of the Lower Sioux Indian con-ulunity; and

WHEREAS, the Cornmunity Council has the autliority, as enlrmerated in ARTICLE V -

pOwERS, includilg but 1ot l imited to: (a) To negotiate with the Fedetal, State.

and iocai Goverrunents on behaif of the Commuuitt', attd to advise and cousult

with the representats,es of the interior Deparlment ,. . :  (b) To err-rploy counsel for

the pr.otection ald advancement of the rights of the Comrnut.tity and its tlembers

' . ; ( c )ToapproveorVe toan ,vsa le ,d i spos i t i on , l ease .o re t r cu t r rb ranceo |
community fands. interests in lands, or other commuuity assets; (d) To advise the

Secretar.y of tn. lnterior with regald to al l  appropriat ion estimates or Federal

projects for the benefit  of the Communit l ,  priot '  to the suburissiou ol 'such

estlmates to t l te Bureau of the Budget and to Congress, (c) To urake assigtrt l lel l ts

of comtttuttitv land to ureurbers of the Cotnuruulty itl cotrformity r'r'ith Article IX

of this Colsti tr,rt ion; (,4 To mauage al l  ecouorric affairs and euterprises of t ire

Corn*unity i1 accordance with tire terms of a chartet' , ; (g) To apllropriate fbr'

pLrbSc purpor., of the Lower Sioux lncl ian Coumunily available fr-rncls vvithit l  the

cxclusiye control of the Cot-uulutl i t l ' ' .  (h')To is' ,r1' aSSeSSureuts t l l lol l  l - l lel l lbers of

the Conpuuity for the use of Comrnunit l ,  plopen,v and privi leges. aud to perrl-r i t

the peL{bL'u1ce of rescn,ation labor in l ieLr t ircreof. aucl to levy; ( i) To sal 'egLra|ci

and pr.o'rote t5e peace, sal-ety, morals, and getterai r ' i 'el lare of the Cotruruuit l 'bv

regulating the conduct of tracle and the Lrse aud disttosit ion o[1lro1lert1'rt l lot.t  t ' tre

resen,atiJn ,,  ,ul To establisir orditrainces .. i  (k) To resulate the rtrarutcI of

takirg 'or-pipatiols for CornmLurit i ,  off icers ancl of hoiding courmltuit l '  electi t-rr ls



. . . :  ( / ) ' l ' o  a t lop t  reso lu t ions  regu la l tng  the  l t roccc l r - t rc  o l ' thc  Con l t r run i tY  Cor t t l c i l

i tsel l 'ancl  o{ 'ot i rer Cornmut-r i t l ,  agencies and cot-t- t t -uunity off ic ials;  (nl)  To

ercoLrrage and loster the arts,  crai is,  t racl i t ious, at td ct t l tLt t 'c o1' the N4cicvval iat l totr

Sro'x l 'c l iaps ol 'Ni ippcsota; (n) To charter sr. tbot 'c l i t latc organizat ions {br '

ecou.mic  pLr rposes  anc l  to  regu la te  the  ac t iv i t i cs  t l1 'a l l  s l t ch  c l rgau iza t io t rs  '  : ( r r ;
' l 'o 

protect a,-r ,1 p..r .n, .  the prol tertv,  wi ldl i lc at lc l  t latural  lcsoLlrocs o1' t i lc

Co'.rmu' i ty;  1,2) fo clele gate to subordinate boat 'c is,  ol '  conl l l lL lni t l '  ot l lc iais,  or to

cooperat ive associat ions .  .  . ;  (4) To selecl  c lele gates to si t  in the aut lr-ral  cot l i 'ereucc

oi ' the Minnesota lv ldewakanton SioLrx hrdians anci in the Nal iol lar l  Counci l  o1' t l - re

cn t i t ' e  S ioux  Nat io t t ;  a t rd .

WIIERIIAS, Article VI, Clar-rse 2 of tire Unitecl States Constitr,rtion p|ovides that "all treaties

made, or which shal l  be nacle, under the authol i ty of  the United States. shal l  be

1lie suprenie law of the laucl;" atld

wl lEREAS, In 1g05 Lieutenant Zebul0n Pike met at Li t t le clor i ' 's  Kaposia vi l lage to ini t iate

negotiations with certain ciriefs of the Mdewaltanton band for two (2) tracts of

land intended fbr the establishment of military outposts; and

WHEREAS, The outcome of the uegotiations, the

1805, was formallY execltted bY Z'M'

Enogee and reads as follows:

Treaty with the Sioux Nation of Indtans -

Pike. Le Petit Corbeau and WaY Aga

Conference Befu,een the Uniteci states of '4n'terica ctnd the Slozrr \rafion of

Indians.

Whereas, a conference heid between the United States of Arlerica and the

Sioux Nation of lndians, Lieut. z.M. Pike, of the Arn.v of the united

States. and the chiefs ald watriors of the said tribe, have agreed to the

foi lowing art icles, which when rati f ied and approved of by the proper

authority, shall be binding ou both parties:

ARTICLE 1. That tl're Sioux Nation grants unto the United States for tile

purpose of the establisfu-relt of pri l i tary posts, l ipe miles sqLlare rt l ] ie

i.r.routt-r of the river St. Croix, also from belor.v the couflueuce of the

Mrssissippi and St. Peters. up the Vlississippi. to inclgde the fa1ls of St '

Anthon1,, extending niue miles on eacir side of the r iver. That the Sior-rx

Nation grapts to the Upited States. the ful l  sovet'e ignt) '  aud poq'er over

said disiricts forever, ,,vitlior-rt any let or hindratrce wilatsoevet'.

AIiTicLE 2. That in cousicleration of the above grauts the United States

shal1. prior to tal i i lg possessiotl  t [ereof, pay to t l ie SioLlx two t]toLlsattd

cloi lari ,  or.clel i 'er. the vaiLie thereof i t t  sr,rclt  goods and t.nerchanciise as they

shal l  choose.
)



r \ l t ' l iCLE j . ' f5e Upi tec l  Statcs l t lonr ise on thc i r  p i l r t  to  l lc r t r l i t  thc SiuLrx

lo pass. rcpnss, hunt or malic othe r uses o1'thc sait i  distr icts, as thcy have

fbr.nrer. l-v, iu,-r.,  r,r, i thoul an1,.11-r.r '  exccptiot i .  bLtt those specif iccl ir l  arl icle

l l  I  st.

I '  tcstir lo'1, hcreoi, we. the r-rtrderstgnec' l ,  huvc hereltt- l to scl 0t-t l 'hiLtrcis atl t l

seais. at the r-nor.r l ir  o1'the l iver St. Peters' ott the 23rcl dav of Scptetl-rbcr.

oue thor-tsatid ei{-lht hr.rndred ancl five; rrtd

wl, lEItEAS. ln his conipi lat ion of al l  Unitccl Statcs rreaties rvith the lncl ian Nations, charlcs ' l '

I(a'pler o,i.i.d the following footnote: "This treaty cloes uot appear etmoug those

prrr-rted in the United States Statutes at Lalge. It was, however' sr-rburittecl b)' the

Presiclent to the Senate, March 2g' 1808"; and

WI-IEREAS, ht t i1ls fortn t l ie Senate, ott t i le 16th of Apri l ,  1808, advised arlcl couseuted to i ts

rati f ication by a l tnanimous i 'ote' aud

WIIEREAS. Tire 1805 Treati '  is a poli t ical agreement entet 'ed into between the l jnited

States gou.rn ,-tlttt and the Mdewakantons, and has lost none of the force

it had ri,hen first rnade. Hence, it dontinues to be fully in effect as a

politicai agreement which tnust be maintailed b)'botir parlies; a1d

WHEREAS, Aititough treaties are considered the supreme law of the land' the United

States. ii,h., tluough design or sheer oversight has farled to satisfy its

t rea tyob l i ga t i onsaSenumera ted in theTrea tyo f l 805 ;and

WHEREAS, the Americap Indian Reiigious Freedom Act of 1978 (42 USC 19961 states that

henceforlir it siiall be tire iolicy of the united States to protect aud preserve for

Arnerican Ildials their in"herent right to freedom to believe. express, and exercise

tire tradit ional rel igions of the American Indians, Eslt imo, Aleut, and Native

Hawaiians, including but not l imited to access to sites, use and possession of

sacrecl obiects, ar'rd the freedorn to worship tluough ceremonials and traditional

r i tes.

WFIER.EAS, the Presiclent of the United States stgned au Execr-rt ive Order on Ma1' 24, 191)6 to

pfotect and preserve lndian rel igioLrs pfactlces;

Wl,lEIlEAS, Colciwater Springs and the lanci that sr;rrouuds it ,  is the atlcestral land of the MN'

Vldewaka'to' a'cl has been Lrsecl tbr tradit ioual, sprri tual. rel igior-rs aud cLtitr"r lal

ceremonies b1'the MN. Mdewakantou and t ireir hereditarl 'clescetldents for

t irousancls of y.rrs and therefore i t  is deemed legal attcest|al propert) 'o1'the

Lolvet' Sioux Indran Conltnr-tt'titl ': attd

-)



\ \ / l- lL; l i i -AS, thc Lorver Sioux lncl ian Commr-rnit1, is conccrttccl r ' i ' i th t i lc el ' fcctir ' 'c

lulauagetneut trncl crtplr.ol Lr1, 1r.r,t tur ' ,  peoples ovcr cul lural rcsoitrces orr f 'ecicIai

l l t t tc ls .  l tnd

\\r l , luiE,r\S. t ire Lowel sioLrx lndran Connrunrt l '  pubiici l 'declat 'cs that C_olc' lwatcr Sp|rngs

ancl the lzipd surronpding it is a r-rsr-ral attcl accuslotuccl place [or the exercise o1'

Ir.rnclamct-ttll religioLrs. spilitr"ral atld cltltural llr"rrposes'

\\ / l- l l rREAS, 
' l 'he 

Unitecl States National Parh Service has provtded pLrbl ic trot ice that i t  wrl l

co'srcler applications to transfer orvnership o1'certain Depetrtuent of iutenor

la.ds, inclirding Colclwater Spring, to an approllriate Inclian tribe, governuretltal

uuit or UniversitY.

WHEREAS, The coldwater Spring is a sacred spring fo| the Dakota people' The spring is

the dwell ipg place of undelwater slt ir i t  "Uttktehi" and encompasses part of the

ceuter of the Earlh lor the Dakota people

wllEREAS, Tire water Spirit "Unktehi" at coldwater Spring is the name given to the sacred

sprng by Dakota Spiritual Healers. The water of Coldwater Spring has beeu

tradiionally utilized for heaiing of Dakota people aud others including Father

Hennepin, whom Flemrepin County is named after'

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, ThC

Coldwater SPring and the land

Sioux Nation of hidians- 1805

Ivldewalianton PeoPle.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Lower Sioux Indian cornmunity dernands that the

U'ited States Lrphold their '"promise"... to perrnit the Sioux to pass, repass. htlnt

or make other uses of the roid,iirtri.ts. as titey have forurerllz 61ott., witirout any

otirer. exception.. ." and recogntze tlte cultural tlexLls that the Lowet' Sioux

Indian Com'rupity has witli Coldwater Splings and the land tirat surrounds i1.

NCW TI-IEREFORIT BE IT RESOLVED, Tire commr.rnity council  herebl 'requests that the

U'rteci States restore to it's natural state-Coldli'ater Springs and the lar-rd that

surrounds tt ctnd recognize t ire cr: l turai and rel igious signif icauce to the Lower

Sior.tx Inclian Commr-urity and tirat the Colclwatet' Springs site be protected as a

traditional cultr"rral property'

NO\ 1 THEIiEFORE BE IT FINALLy RESoLVED, The Commr-urit1' Coutrci l  does het'eb1'

r.ecl,est the Ulrted States Deltartmcnt of interior to tratrsfet '  Depalt l lcut of

l . terior lancis constitut ing the fonler BureaLt of ivl ines proPell) '  i r lcl l tsiVe of

Coldwater Spring to the Lonu.r Sioux Indian Coutt lrtuttr ' .  at ld t i tat the Lower

Community Councii herebl' declares that

that surounds it, is defined in tire Treaty with tlte

and is part of tire aucestral lands of the ViN'



Si r r r i x  ( ' r ,n t t t rL t t r i l r  . iocs  l t ssc t ' t  i t s  e t r t t r t t r i t t l l c l l l  t ( )  l t r l r i t tL l t i t l  thc  l l ro l le t ' t )  l l l  l l

natr .r la l  st i . i te as to Clolciu,ater Spring attc l  to l lcr tni t  ac0css to i t  b1'al l  interestecl

parlres, inclr-rc l ing Indial t  t r tbes lbr cerenlot- t i l l l ,  cLr l t l t ral ,  at td eciLtcat iotr i i l

l t  Ll f  l lo ses .

CDI{TIFI CAI'ION

^ /  l ,  l i

I cerrrfl, rhar ResolLrrron No. t-xo' l: r,." wAs DLILY ADOP f?O nI TI-lErCorl. 
]l:iltttt

CoLrnc i l  t r l ' t5c  LowcrS ioLrx  t , rO lan  Conr inLn i i t i ' u t  r t  t l l cc t ing  hc ld  o t r  t i t c  
!4 -  

d r ry  o [ '

October,  2006, a ql lorLlm being pfescl l t  b1, 2 1,61. of  J i r l  Iavor,  O opposed' and

C, abstaining

-S/L,--5lc-)

Loren Johnson, Treasurer

under, Secretary



' I h is  
i s  thc  f  i r s t  [ i . cso lu t ion  s ig l tcc l  b r Clounc i l  on  10 - { ) l - ( ) ( r .  i l e  l ' t t r e  t he  ne l y  l l l n t :  I ) t l l l t c l l t '

CERTIFICATION
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I r.'ld. tl'l L-,:


